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NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 125 


[Abstract:] Director’s instructions to reimburse Supt’s coin a/c’s from the appropriation for 
losses on sale of sweeps... 119 


EOL. 


Treasury Department, 
Bureau of the Mint, 
Washington, D.C., 
January 25, 1882 


Sir: 


Your letter of the 17th instant in relation to reimbursing your coin accounts from the 
appropriations for losses on sale of sweeps, in the quarter in which the loss occurs, was received, 
but owing to the fact that it was mislaid, has not been answered sooner. 


The instructions are already sufficiently plain on the subject and need no amendment in 
this particular, as suggested in your letter. The wastage ascertained at the annual settlement, and 
at no other time, is, of course, to be settled and the reimbursements made in the account for the 
last quarter of the fiscal year. The losses on sale of sweeps which occur frequently, and which 
are as well known at the time of sale as at the end of the year, are to be reimbursed in the same 
quarter’s accounts in which the loss occurred. This is the evident meaning of the last clause 
“accounting for wastage and loss on sweeps”, page 16 of the Instructions, and I would thank you 
to conform your practice to the ruling herein given. The bullion accounts are settled quarterly 
and each account should be complete in itself. 


As the silver loss was paid from the silver profit fund and no portion charged to parting 
and refining, not knowing whether the sweeps on which the loss occurred were Melter and 
Refiner’s or Coiner’s, I assumed that if the former the loss properly chargeable to Parting and 
Refining appropriation was very insignificant. If the latter the loss is properly paid in the 
accounts. 


If the sweeps sold were Melter and Refiner’s and you can arrive at the proportionate loss 
on silver incurred in the operations of parting and refining and it would be of any appreciable 
value you are authorized to make the reimbursement from the Parting and Refining 
appropriation, otherwise to let the payment stand from Silver Profits. 


Very respectfully, 
Horatio C. Burchard 
Director. 


A. Loudon Snowden, Esq. 
Supt. U.S. Mint, 
Philadelphia. 


